6 Reconciliation: Let’s Celebrate!
Parent lesson

plans for page one

of the 6™ lesson.

This is a party!
Follow the numbers.

+What happens
at a party?
*Who likes a

party?
*—Why do we
have parties?

A\ 1 Ask your child to list

It’s a Celebration! all the parties and
- . holidays that he or
We celgbrate when we’re happy about she likes best.
something

» Or when it’s a special day Why does h h
y does he or she

# In the Sacrament of Reconciliation we are happy like parties? They
because we feel good after we confess our sins might say things like:
# lesus makes us free! )

> It’s time for a party! + Everyone is

happy

God loves us! We celebrate! + Something
special is going
on

+ We get gifts

+ We have special

2 Make sure your child understands each word on this page. meals

Explain that the Church family also celebrates special times.

One of those times is when we confess our sins and accept

God’s forgiveness into our lives.

3 Take the time now to plan a small party for your child for after he or she
celebrates Reconciliation. Ask your child to help plan. You may wish to join with
other families for this. Include these things:

» Who should be invited to the party?

» Where should we hold it?

» When will it be?

» What food should we have?

» Should there be presents? (Duh!)
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Prayer Celebration:
Growing up Catholic means
Celebrating with the Church!

Exgin with tha Sign of tha Croes. Braryone saydt alood togaher .
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirt. Amen

Lezder: Thank you, Jesus, for helping us live as your children,

Al And thank you for malkdng us free through Feconciliation.

F eader: Bencalichan noor to God's Thard from the Eibla: [1 Codnthisne &a]
A reading from the Latter of 3t. Paul to the Corinthians
... The Wiord of the Lomd

Al Thanlkes be to God!

Lizter to the Leader.

Let vs row pray together this prayer, thinking showut sach word:
[Pams e aft ar each line]

Al I confess to abmighty God

Ard to o, my bmthers and sisters,

That] have greatly sinned,

It my thouzhts and in oy words

Irn wdhat I hasre done and in what I have failed to do,
Through my fault, through my fault,

Through my most griewus fault;

Therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever- Vorgin,

All the angels and zamnts, and you, mybrothers and sisters
To pray for me to the Lord our God. Amen.

Leader: May God bless us for our work today, Amen.

D PET @ PL Ao i 2008 . A1 rEhs reans .

Growing Up Catholic

Parent lesson
plans for page two
of the 6™ lesson.

Follow the numbers.

Dear Jesus,

| invite you to come into my

love you and want to be your

me to make a good

to change my life and

1 Pray this with your child,
helping them find their way
through it as the leader
guides you.

When the time comes, help
your child write an
invitation to Jesus to come
into his or her heart. Use the
form below for that purpose.
The words are: heart, friend,
confession, sin, your child’s
name as a signature.

Help your child pray the
closing prayer.

Thank you for loving me,
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Session & First Peconciliation Child Text Gmwing Up Cathalic

What is a Sacrament?

> It’s something we can %e, hear, taste, feel smell.

# It comes 10 us from Jesus th
* It helps us be strong and helps us know Jesus. three Of the 6
= It is a sign of God’s love for us. |

€sson.

Baptism

Parent lesson
plans for page

Follow the numbers.

L

baptize you in the Name of the Father and of
the Son ard of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

¥ Wesee the candle — 3 sign of Jesus beirg
there.

) ¥ We feel the water when wee are put into it or
) y r when it is poured ower us

id ¥ e hear theword s of the Priest or Deacon: |

!
7R |

ciliation?
the word. ;,

What are the signs of Rec
Use the letters to comple

= Wk tell the priest fur sins when we

*H 8 E
][ [eAl s]L]
words when the priest gives us

» Wk heart
L [

0 B O/T
e the Priesyrake the Sign of the

AILAL A
> Wk
# 8 R

T = Pl nning <o m

wJhich are listed here).

5 Then help them understand the outward signs of

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The three words you
need here are: Confess, Absolution, Cross.

6 The 7 Sacraments are: Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing, Matrimony,

& Ordination. Each has special signs but for today,
we are only concerned about these two sacraments.

1 Help your child understand
that when he or she goes to
Confession, which is the same
as celebrating Reconciliation,
they will be taking part in a
sacrament.

2 Ask your child to tell what
signs there are that Christmas
is coming each year. They
might include:
» you get a tree
» Christmas songs are on
the radio
» there is an Advent
wreathe in Church
» the weather turns colder

3 Ask them to tell what signs
there are that you love them.
The signs point to something
that your child can’t actually
see, but which is still very
real. Some of the signs might
be:
» you take care of all their
needs
» you hug them
» you listen to them when
they are sad
» you work hard to
support them as your
family
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Session &: Firt Reconciliation Child Text

Gmaving Up Cathalic

Meeting Jesus in the Bible
At baotisn we becorne fiisrdds with Jesus,

who is our frierxd first. He chooses ws baause
Te Ionres 1= ety maack

A Wban Who VWanted to See Jesus

There waz a huge crowd,
and everyone was bying to see Jesus.

Ho a local rich man [named
Zacchaens) who collected people’s
taxes climbed up into a

tree to s== hetter.

Hsa “was wery short!

When Jesus came along, he saw
him up there and called to him .
‘Come dowrn. [ wmnt to hawe
supper with you tornight ™
Zacchaeus came dowmn and
recetved Jesus joyfally.

But the people grumbled.
Ha = thief, they zaid.
Why does Jesus choose him ?

But Facchaeus said otherwise. I don’ steal ™ he said.
‘Bred [ grve half of myincom e to the poor™
*If I hawre robbed anyone, | restore it to them ™
Jezuz knew hiz heart and =said, “You are really a good parzoyf
Salvation has come to your house today!
I hawve come to save the lost!”
Then they had a big party!

{Baaen o Iume 29:2-10)

M Pz @ P nnim.ac m 2008 . 41 righes reepd .

Growing Up Catholic

Parent lesson
plans for page four
of the 6™ lesson.

Follow the numbers.

N\

1 Begin by showing your
child the Bible again.
Open it to show them this
passage.

2 Tell them that we are
going to read this story in
words that we understand
better.

3 Then close the Bible
and ask them to read this
passage aloud. Help them
when needed.

L

4 Make sure your child understands each word in this passage. The name
Zacchaeus may be difficult for your child. It is pronounced: zah-kay-us. Help them
say it aloud. Ask your child to re-tell this story in his or her own words. This is an
excellent way to teach children the meaning of the stories in the Bible.

5 Explain the key ideas of this story to your child:

4+ Even though Zacchaeus was a sinner, Jesus wanted to be his friend.
4 Zacchaeus showed he was sorry for his sins by showing that he was trying

to be better.

4+ God through Jesus had already forgiven Zacchaeus and knew his heart.
+ Jesus went to a party — a celebration — at Zacchaeus’ house!
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Growing Up Catholic

Parent lesson
plans for pages 5
& 6 of the 6"

| esson.

Follow the numbers.

1 Time for a break! Help your
child enjoy t{JIITTI¥IT] and

color this image of the Bible story.

Coloring time is a good time to be
close to your child without
necessarily talking about faith.

Don’t be afraid to put your arm
around your child during this
time.

Session &: Firt Reconcilation Child Text Growing Up Cathe lic

Complete this puzzle.
Hint: Thewords are in the Bible Story in BOLD.

T

P

Bl
N LA~

] ] /f/_

CILIFL][]

]

Down

There wasa man named who wasa tax collector.
He wanted to sze Jesus, but he wasvery
Soheranahead and climbed up into a sycamore

And when got there he looked up and saw him, and
zaid to him, Come down . I want to have supper with you
tonight'

2 5o he hurried and came down, and recefved Jesus

PN AR

Across

3 Then Zacchaeussaid to Jesus, Tdon't steal. find Igive half of
my income to the poor; and if Thawe wbbed anyone, I_____ it
to them.'

b3 Jesus said tohim, ' has come to your house today”

T For [ hawe come to seek and to save that which was

@ T @ Plnnie.com 2008 . AN rghe reersa &

4 2 Now help your child fill in this
puzzle. For some second grade
students, this will be slightly above
their abilities, but with your help,
they will grow!

3 The words you need for this
puzzle are all highlighted in the
Scripture passage on page 4 of this
lesson.

Here they are in order: Down:
Zacchaeus, short, tree, Jesus,
joyfully. Across: restore, salvation,
lost.

'\': 4 Explain that Zacchaeus restored

to others what he stole because

that is what we are called to do.
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Review the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mumber the steps of Recondliation in the comect order.
Put the comed numberin eadh box.

The Priest welcomes us
to the Reconciliation

[l Contrition ®

The Priest gives
us Absolution
for our sins

Wk confess our sins
to the Priest

The Priest gives us adwvice
and asks us todo a

Room
WE go = -
in Peace f e
e
2
There is a reading
from the Bible
V& accept the Penance '
and make a good Act of »

D PasboralPla nning.com 2004, A1 rigihts rese ped . T
Session &: Firt Reconciliation Child Text Growing Up Cathelic
“ e
- g
ii_ T2
“'\ At home this week

2 v, Work onthistogetherat home 253 way of
E continuing the process of preparing fo
o

the Sacrament of Reconcilation

Invite Jesus to visit your house

What two things would you do to get ready for him?

1
2

What would you change in your house?

1

Tell Jesus why you want him 10 come t0 your house:

Deow Jesuny,
Please cometer cur W

R s
=17 1 o -

© Pz PLanning < m 2008 . 41 rghs rsene . g

Growing Up Catholic

Parent |esson
plans for pages 7
& 8 of the 6"
|esson.

Follow the numbers.

1 This is the final review of the
steps for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Help your child put these steps
into the correct order. We
have given two clues: step #2
and #4. There are seven steps
altogether. Here is the correct
order:

1. The welcome

2. Bible reading

3. Confess sins

4. Advice from the priest
& a Penance
Act of Contrition
Absolution
Go in peace

Nowm

2 The best way to prepare
your child in these final days
before the Sacrament is to role
play the steps with them. You
play the role of the priest and
ask your child to do the rest.
Use the lesson pages from each
session to help you.

3 At home this week, work
with your child to help them
write an invitation to have
Jesus come to visit your house.
Of course, Jesus does visit your
house every week.
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